
PAPERLESS ORDER DENYING 57 Joint Motion for Extension of Time. COVID-19
alone is not a sufficient basis for extension of pretrial deadlines or the trial date. In
today's highly technological world, restrictions on movement and in-person interactions
do not automatically preclude the parties from litigating their case. For depositions, for
example, as needed, the parties shall utilize video conferencing or other remote means.
If the parties are unable to do so for particular depositions, the parties may file a motion
with the Court seeking relief. The motion must be signed by both parties, outline the
obstacles faced by counsel, and detail the diligent efforts undertaken to comply with this
Order or reasons compliance is difficult. Thus, absent a showing of hardship, through a
sworn affidavit or declaration, no extensions will be granted. If official Court policies
change in light of COVID-19 then the parties may refile their motion. Signed by Judge
Rodney Smith on 3/18/2020. (lbn) (Entered: 03/18/2020)
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