COVID-19 Update: Governor Cuomo Extends Tenant Protec ons,
Including Evic on and Foreclosure Moratorium
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On August 5, 2020, New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo issued Execu ve
Order 202.55[1] (the “New Order”) to provide addi onal relief to renters impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic and extended the me periods for certain other
protec ons that had been previously granted to renters and property owners
pursuant to Execu ve Order 202.8[2], as extended by Execu ve Order 202.28[3]
and Execu ve Order 202.48[4] (the “Prior Orders”).
The Prior Orders provided for (i) a moratorium on evic ons of commercial tenants
through August 5, 2020, and residen al tenants through July 5, 2020, and (ii) a
moratorium on evic on and foreclosure of any residen al or commercial tenant or
owner through August 20, 2020, if the basis of the evic on or foreclosure is the
nonpayment of rent or the mortgage, as applicable, and the tenant or owner, as
applicable, is eligible for unemployment insurance or beneﬁts under state or
federal law or is otherwise facing ﬁnancial hardship due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
Execu ve Order 202.48 previously had removed the restric ons on residen al
foreclosures and residen al evic ons, as those have been superseded by legisla ve
ac on. The Laws of New York 2020, Chapter 112 provides for 180 days of mortgage
forbearance for individuals, which period may be extended by the mortgagor for
an addi onal 180 days.[5] The Laws of New York 2020, Chapter 127 prohibits
evic ons of residen al tenants that have suﬀered ﬁnancial hardship during the
COVID-19 pandemic for the non-payment of rent. In each case, the relief granted
extends through the period commencing on March 7, 2020, un l the date on
which “none of the provisions that closed or otherwise restricted public or private
businesses or places of public accommoda on, or required postponement or
cancella on of all non-essen al gatherings of individuals of any size” con nue to
apply.

The New Order extends a number of exis ng Execu ve Orders, including the Prior
Orders for an addi onal 30 days, to September 5, 2020, eﬀec vely con nuing the
moratoria on commercial and residen al evic ons and foreclosures – whether
ins tuted by execu ve order or passed into law by the legislature – un l such date.

[1] Execu ve Order 202.55, available here.
[2] Execu ve Order 202.8, available here.
[3] Execu ve Order 202.28, available here.
[4] Execu ve Order 202.48, available here.
[5] The Laws of New York 2020, Chapters 112 and 127.

